Minutes: General Education Subcommittee of the University Curriculum Committee – 11/18/15

Present: Adams D (CLASS Dean’s appointment), Anton M (MATH), Bowman L (PSY), D’Addio D (MUSIC), Jackson M (BIO), Jones M (HIST), Nunn MA (ENG), Petterson P (PS), Sommers B (International Studies), Tomoda S (ML)

1. Approve Minutes of previous meeting 
Minutes had not been posted—will be approved at next meeting
2. Announcements
None
3. Old Business 
3.1. Alternate draft of learning outcomes
Those present approved a revised version of the proposed Gen. Ed. outcomes:

Across an array of disciplines, students will:
1. Write or speak effectively
2. Reason effectively in the contexts of both scientific and quantitative analysis
3. Respond effectively in performing tasks requiring critical thought
4. Identify, evaluate, and employ appropriate information sources
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Bring appropriate and discipline-specific knowledge to bear in treating scientific, historical, and social phenomena
6. Write, speak, or perform, using appropriate vocabularies or techniques effectively, in treating or
creating literature and the fine arts 
7. Write or speak effectively in treatments of ethical questions or issues

These will be presented to the Curriculum Committee and if approved will be circulated to departments before adoption.  The suggestion was to replace the existing preamble to our current Gen. Ed. Objectives with our newly adopted Mission and Vision statements.  It was also suggested to strip the current Gen. Ed. Objectives of the sections describing “relevant outcomes” and substitute these newly approved Outcomes following the Objectives as the ones we will undertake to assess.

3.2. Proposal from International Education Committee
Deferred to next month’s meeting.
4. New Business 
4.1. Courses
	Type
	Name
	Action

	New Course
	GEOG 438 Australia New Zealand and Oceania
	 APPROVED “I” designation

	New Course
	GEOG 456 - Tourism Management
	 Request for “I” withdrawn

	New Course
	GEOG 458 - Cultural Heritage Tourism
	 Request for “I” withdrawn

	Change Course
	HIST 100 - Search in History
	 APPROVED students’ taking the course in diff. sections for up to 6 credits

	New Course
	HIST 338 - Medieval Outlaws and Outcasts
	 APPROVED “I” designation

	Change Course
	MATH 106 - Mathematical Topics for Liberal Arts
	 APPROVED prerequisite language

	Change Course
	MATH 124 - Applied Calculus with Trigonometry
	 APPROVED prerequisite language

	Change Course
	PHIL 240 - Ethical Problems in Business
	 APPROVED Study Area 1

	New Course
	SOC 462 Worlds in Motion Gender Race and Global Migration
	 APPROVED “I” designation

	New Course
	THS 457 Food Beverage Management
	 Request for “I” withdrawn

	New Course
	WGSS 462 Worlds in Motion Gender Race and Global Migration
	 APPROVED “I” designation

	
	English Pathway
	APPROVED

	
	Political Science Pathway
	APPROVED



	item
	item
	action

	4.2. 
	Skill Area III Policy
The catalogue says that one way the Skill Area III requirement can be satisfied is with “Three sequential years of one foreign language at the high-school level.”  

But this is not, according to Admissions, our practice, and not, according to Modern Language, our intent.  Both prefer "completion of a level-three high school language" as the criterion.  

We need to either bring the catalog into alignment with actual practice, or retain the current catalog language and direct admissions to apply the rule as written in the catalog.
 Click here for link to catalog Skill III 

Proposal: change wording in line 1. From “Three sequential years of one foreign language at the high-school level” to “Completion of a level-three high school language.”
	APPROVED change to catalogue language: “Completion of a level-three high school language.”

	4.3. 
	For discussion only:

Given that the following precedents exist:
· NEASC requires that 1/3 of the credits in a baccalaureate program be general education.  For a 120 credit program, this means that 40 credits is the minimum for NEASC.  The CCSU Gen Ed program is 42-49 credits, larger than the minimum required.
· The Civil Engineering BS and the Mechanical Engineering BS require only 6 credits in Study area II: Social Sciences (instead of 9 credits) and 3 credits (instead of 6 credits) in Study Area III: Behavioral Sciences.  However, they require 8 credits (instead of 6-7 in Study Area IV: Natural Sciences and 8 Credits (instead of 6) in Skill Area II: Mathematics.  The net result is that they redistribute 6 credits and pick up an additional 3-4 credits for a net reduction of 2-3 credits.  They end up with minimum of 40 credits, sufficient to meet NEASC requirements.
· For the TAP General Education, we have agreed that the two Part B Gen Ed courses coming from different community colleges will automatically apply to Skill Area IV: University Requirement and Study Area III: Behavioral Sciences, regardless of actual content as long as they have been designated as General Education courses in the TAP designation system.  

The following is proposed to aid in normalization of programs currently larger than 120 credits:
· One course requirement can be reduced from any single Study area or Skill area.  Each Study or Skill area must be filled by at least one course.
· The total number of Gen Ed credits must be a minimum of 40 credits.
· Double counting rules for major and related required courses (8 credits in Study Area, 8 credits in Skill Area) must still be maintained.

	MOVED to advance to full committee FOR DISCUSSION ONLY.



Submitted: Mary Anne Nunn

